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Box No. II Ob servations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of the first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following 
reasons : 

1. [ ] Claim Nos. : 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely : 



2. [ ] Claim Nos. : 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an extent 
that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically : 



3. [ ] Claim Nos. : 

because they are dependant claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. HI Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows : 
(see continuation of second sheet of Form PCT/ISA/210) 



1 . [ ] As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 

searchable claims. 

2. [ X] As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite 

payment of additional fees. 

3. [ ] As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 

covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claim Nos. : 

4. [ ] No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claim Nos. : 

Remark on Protest [ ] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, 

the payment of a protest fee. 
[ ] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest 

fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation. 
[ ] No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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page 12 line 18-25, page 17 line 25, page 21 line 1-34, 
page 25 line 7-page 26 line 5 

CA 2459041 (POTEMBER, ET AL) 
10 April 2003 

see claims 2, 16, 20, 26 & 28; Figs. 1-2, 
s 18-19; Examples 

JP 2001286542 A2 (FURUTA, ET AL) 

16 October 2001 



US 5501844 B2 (KASTING JR., ET AL) 
26 March 1996 

whole document, especially Figs. 1, 3 

US 5368816 B2 (DETZER, ET AL) 
29 November 1994 

the whole document, especially, Figure 1; 
col 2 line 7 - col 4 line 12; claims 

ELFORD, ET AL: "An investigation of the merits of ozone as an aerial 
disinfectant" Journal of Hygiene 1942, 42,240-265 
the whole document 

SHIN, ET AL: "Reduction of Norwalk virus, Poliovirus 1, and 
Bacteriophage MS2 by ozone disinfection of water" 
Applied Environmental Microbiol. July 2003, 69(7), 3975-3978 
Cited in the application 
the whole document 

KESWICK, ET A: "inactivation of Norwalk virus in drinking 
water by chlorine" Applied Environmental Microbiol. August 1985, 
50(2), 261-264 
the whole document 

VAUGHN, ET AL: "Inactivation of human and simian 
rotaviruses by ozone" Applied Environmental Microbiol, 
1 September 1987, 53(9), 2218-2221 
Cited in the application 
the whole document 

SATO, ET AL: "Virucidal effect of ozone treatment of 
laboratory animal viruses" Jikken Dobutsu, Experimental Animals 
April 1990, 39(2), 223-229, 
Cited in the application 
Abstract 
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BOLTON, ET AL: "Biological effects of ozone aerosol on five 
groups of animal viruses" 

Abstract of the annual meeting of the American Society for 
Microbiology. Meeting 1980 vol. 167, page 280 Q89 


3-4 


P,X 


US 20040202570 A (NADKARNI, ET AL) 
14 October, 2004 
see whole document 


1-2 


P, X 


CA 2443046 (BEDARD, ET AL) 
26 March 2005 
the whole document 


1 




SUPHACHAI, ET AL: "Capsid functions of inactivated 
human picornaviruses and feline calicivirus" Applied Environmental 
Microbiol. January 2003, 69(1), 350-357 
Abstract 
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SUPHACHAI, ET AL: "Ultraviolet inactivation of feline calicivirus, 
human entericviruses and coliphages" Photochemistry & 
Photobiology 2002 76(4), 406-410 
Abstract 
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DOULTREE, ET AL: "Inactivation of feline calicivirus, 
a norwalk virus surrogate" /. Hosp. Infect. Jan. 1999 41(1), 51-57 
Abstract 
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Continuation of Item No. Ill: 

The subject matter of claims 1 and 2 lack any technical feature that defines a contribution over the prior 
art. The special technical features of claims 1 and 2 reside in a sterilization method and apparatus m a 
closed humidified environment using ozone. This subject matter of claims 1-2 already comprise part of 
the state of the art, and thus cannot be a linking feature to claims 3-4. The special technical features of 
claims 3 and 4 reside in a method for inactivating Norwalk virus in a closed environment by exposure to 
20-30 ppm of ozone for a period of 30-70 minutes, where the humidity of the environment maybe 
elevated. There is no common inventive concept linking the special technical features defined in claims 1 
and 2 with those of claims 3 and 4. Thus, the present application is considered to comprise the following 
group of inventions: 

A. The subject matter of claims 1 and 2 

B. The subject matter of claims 3 and 4 
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